
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



100 THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW 

Miscellaneous Items. In April of last year, the United States Supreme 
Court handed down two decisions sustaining the constitutionality of the 
New York rent laws of 1920 and of the rent law of 1919 (the Ball act) 
for the District of Columbia; both of these acts established substantial 
limitations upon the rights of landlords to fix rents or eject tenants. 1 
The court divided five to four in each of the two cases, Justice Holmes 
writing the majority opinion in each case. Justice Holmes held that 
circumstances had clothed the renting of dwellings with a public interest 
so great as to justify regulation by law; that our legislative bodies can 
not be deemed incompetent to meet the emergency in the way it has 
been met by most of the civilized countries of the world; that no impair- 
ment of the obligation of contract could be charged against the New 
York laws since contracts are made subject to the exercise of powers 
of the state when otherwise justified. 

In February, 1921, the board of aldermen of New York City availed 
itself of a power conferred by one of the New York laws of 1920, by 
passing an ordinance exempting from local taxation for a period of ten 
years new buildings constructed exclusively for dwelling purposes. 
The ordinance grants exemption to the extent of $1000 for each living 
room, the total exemption not to exceed $5000 for each single house or 
separate apartment. The enactment of this ordinance was followed 
by a notable increase in the number of building permits for dwellings. 

The city council of Baltimore has passed an ordinance authorizing 
tenants against whom ejectment proceedings have been brought to 
appeal to the city courts, and providing that if in the judgment of the 
justices of the court "such ejectment would be unfair and would work 
a hardship on the tenant and is solely for the purpose of profiteering or 
speculation, the said justices may refuse to grant a warrant of eject- 
ment for a tenant holding over for a further period of not more than 
thirty days." 

The legislature of Pennsylvania has passed a law authorizing the 
two second-class cities (Pittsburgh and Scranton) to adopt a system of 
separate assessments on land and improvements, respectively, so as to 
place the heavier burden of taxation on land. 

The municipal rent commission of Denver has been successful in 
securing many reductions in rentals, generally by argument and persua- 
sion rather than by invoking the restraining powers conferred upon it 
by law. 

1 These acts are described in the American Political Science Review, November, 
1920, pp. 697-700. 



NOTES ON MUNICIPAL AFFAIBS 101 

A slight beginning was made by the Ohio legislature in 1921, in 
dealing with the notoriously bad financial situation of most Ohio cities, 
a situation due in part to the state law limiting the tax rate. One act of 
1921 accords temporary relief by allowing taxing districts by popular 
vote to place their interest and sinking fund levies outside of the tax 
limitation; another act allows the districts, with a popular vote of 60 
per cent of those voting, to suspend the tax limitation for a period of 
three years. A more important law is one designed to put an end to 
some of the short-sighted policies which some cities were adopting to 
meet current deficiencies in operating revenues; the cities would refund 
debts as they matured or would issue bonds to raise money for current 
expenses. To end these practices a law, sponsored by the Ohio Insti- 
tute of Public Efficiency, was passed, which prohibits borrowing for 
current expenses or deficiencies, limits the duration of loans to the 
probable life of the assets acquired, lowers the limits of maximum 
indebtedness, and establishes the serial form of bonds. 

The Minnesota legislature of 1921 passed a law authorizing any city 
or village in the state to levy a wheelage tax, with the provisos that the 
tax shall not exceed 20 per cent of the state motor vehicle tax and that 
no tax shall be levied on vehicles used for selling farm or garden products, 
where the owner or cultivator of the farm or garden is the owner of the 
vehicle. 

The city council of Philadelphia has at last committed itself to the 
policy of city-wide municipal street cleaning beginning January 1, 1922, 
replacing the private-contract system for that work. 

The social unit experiment in Cincinnati has finally been abandoned 
for lack of funds. It had been handicapped in part by the opposition 
from the mayor and his political associates. 

The city councils of both Toledo and Columbus, O., have taken 
definite steps toward the establishment of civic centers for the grouping 
of their municipal buildings. 

The New York legislature in 1921 passed a law providing for voting 
machines in New York City and cities of the second class. 

The city of Jamestown, N. Y., has, with the approval of the voters, 
established a municipal milk plant for bottling, pasteurizing, and dis- 
tributing milk. 



